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SUMMARY: IN WAKE LAST WEEK'S DISTURBANCES, GOL NOT 
RPT NOT YET MOVING ON TAPLINE PROBLEM BUT DODGE 
REACTIVATING IT THROUGH LABOR CHANNEL. HE THINKS 
GOL MIGHT VISIT RIYADH THIS WEEK OR NEXT. END 
SUMMARY 

1. EMBOFP CALLED ON TAPLINE'S DODGE TO UPDATE 
SITUATION ALTER LAST WEEK’S CRISIS HERE. DODGE 
INDICATED ONLY GOL MOVEMENT, UNDERSTANDABLY, IS THAT 
CAUSED BY HIM. HE CALLED THIS WEEK ON LABOR MINISTER 
TO "REMIND 'HIM OF APRIL 3 TAPLINE LETTER WHICH 
ANNOUNCES POSSIBILITY OP TERMINATING TAPLINERS 
BEGINNING MAY 4 UNDER ECONOMIC DISTRESS CLAUSE OP 
AMENDED LABOR CODE (ARTICLE 50P). INPORMED LABORMIN 
TAPLINE WORKING ON TERMINATION SCHEDULES. (PYI 
INPORMED EMBOFP NO RPT NO DECISION YET TO TERMINATE 
AND THAT LINE BEING MOTHBALLED, NOT ABANDONED, SO SOME 
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HOW MANY WOULD BE TERMINATED IN FIRST TRANCHE BUT 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE SIZEABLE NUMBER. END FYI). 

2. DODGE ALSO TOLD LABORMIN PRIME MINISTER SHOULD 
VISIT RIYADH SOONEST, WHILE YAMANI THERE. LABORMIN 
AGREED, SAID HE WOULD PASS THIS TO PRIMIN TODAY. HE 
AND DODGE AGREED IT WOULD MAKE GREATER IMPRESSION 
ON SAUDIS IF PRIMIN LEFT LEBANON DURING THESE 
TROUBLED DAYS TO DISCUSS TAPLINE PROBLEM WITH SAG. 
DODGE SUGGESTED PRIMIN COULD GO DOWN AND BACK SAME 
DAY, LEAVING TEAM BEHIND FOR SUBSTANTIVE TALKS. HE 
THINKS, BUT NOT CERTAIN, THAT GOL MIGHT VISIT RIYADH 
THIS WEEK OR NEXT. 

3. DODGE SAID GOL HEARTENED BY YAMANI OKAY 
INTERVIEW JIDDA REFTEL BUT DODGE HIMSELF SEES 
LITTLE TANGIBLE IN IT. 

4. DODGE SAID TWO "NOT VERY HIGH LEVEL" SYRIANS 
HAD TRAVELED TO RIYADH TO ASCERTAIN TAPLINE 
SITUATION. HE THINKS SYRIAN BLESSING OF TAPLINE 
NEGOTIATIONS IMPORTANT TO SAUDIS. 

5. DODGE PLANS NO NEW INITIATIVES IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE UNTIL GOL INTENTIONS KNOWN. 

COMMENT: IT IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT CONTINUATION 
IN OFFICE THIS GOL CABINET UNCERTAIN AFTER 
LAST WEEK'S EVENTS. FREQUENT CHANGES IN 
GOVERNMENT SINCE 1973 HAVE ENABLED GOL TO POSTPONE 
FACING AND RESOLVING TAPLINE AND SEVERAL OTHER 
LONG-STANDING PROBLEMS BUT TAPLINE UNLIKELY PERMIT 
ANOTHER LONG DELAY IF THIS GOVERNMENT FALLS. IN 
CONCENTRATING ON LABOR CHANNEL, DODGE PROBABLY 
PURSUING MOST PROMISING AVENUE FOR KEEPING GOL 
MOVING ON PROBLEM. NOTWITHSTANDING DODGE'S EFFORTS, IN 
VIEW OF CURRENT LEBANESE CRISIS, I SERIOUSLY DOUBT THAT 
ANY IMPORTANT LEBANESE DELEGATION WILL BE APPEARING 
IN JIDDA FOR SOME TIME. 

GODLEY 
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